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 “[Our] early songs were about the myriad of the external struggles one goes through for 
love,” Henry Bianco, lead vocalist and guitarist of Chicago rock band Volcanoes Make 
Islands, told Chicago’s NPR affiliate WBEZ 91.5. Along with co-vocalist/guitarist Brad 
Sawicki, Bianco founded VMI in the fall of 2009. 

Their debut release, the 4-song Sick City EP, dropped in 2010 after Sawicki spent the 
summer in Europe with his soon-to-be wife. It makes sense, then, that for a traditional 
rock release, Sick City‘s sound was permeating with intimacy. On tracks like “Granola” 
and “Gypsies,” ethereal guitar work and Bianco’s earthy vocals drench the EP in an aura 
of love. However, none of its tracks are love songs in the traditional sense. They only 
subtly focus on affection, putting more emphasis on mood than revelations. 

Although Sick City grabbed the attention of many, Brad and Henry felt VMI was missing 
something, and to continue their success, additions were necessary. In 2011, bassist 
Todd Hill and drummer Alan Takaoka joined Volcanoes Make Islands, establishing a 
unified 4-piece ensemble. Since then, the group has played numerous shows, even 
supporting other acts like The Features, The Dig, The Spring Standards, and Ha Ha 
Tonka. 

They are currently in the process of finishing their first full length album, which VMI 
admit will be much less focused on love. The issues will be broader, a little harder, but 
no less melodious. In fact, Sick City‘s producer/recorder Dan Smart is still at the 
helm. They will eventually be playing a string of shows all around the Midwest to 
support this currently untitled debut LP, and although it won’t be released until next fall, 



we can expect to hear its first single at some point this summer. 

Their feature on WBEZ in early May is indicative of their steady climb up Chicago’s 
indie rock scene. With consistently packed shows, and a sure to be killer first album on 
the way, it won’t be long until Volcanoes Make Islands start performing nationwide. 
Word to the wise: see them at home while you still have a chance. 

For more on VMI, check out VolcanoesMakeIslands.com. 


